
 

 

Globally, 33% of all victims of Human Trafficking are children. In Ireland, since 2019, no Child 

Trafficking victims have been successfully identified by the state. 

 

MECPATHS was founded in 2013 in response to Child Trafficking as a growing human rights 

and social justice issue, in Ireland.  It works to raise awareness around the issue of Child 

Trafficking and educates frontline and emerging professionals on how to recognise indicators 

and report their concerns to the authorities.  MECPATHS partners with the following sectors 

to provide training and support: 

 

 

 

MECPATHS collaborates closely with the Department of Justice and An Garda Síochana to 

provide education to the following: The Private Security Authority (Ireland), Dalata Hotel 

Group, PREM Hotel Group, ISPCC, Children’s Rights Alliance, Maynooth University, University 

College Cork, Trinity College Dublin, The University of Limerick, Munster Technological 

University, The Technological University of Dublin, Shannon College of Hotel Management, 

and a collective of Service Sector Industries whose commitment to best-business informs their 

best practice. In addition to these groups, MECPATHS delivers bespoke training and education 

to The Healthcare Sector, Community Work, Social Care and Social Work Professionals.  



MECPATHS Expertise and Education Team 

 

Ann Mara a qualified background in Education and holds a master’s degree in 

International Development. She is currently undertaking a second master’s degree in 

Social Policy which is due to be completed in September 2022. Prior to moving back to 

Ireland in 2016, Ann worked for two decades in several capacities including the delivery 

of education and strategic training programmes across Sub-Saharan Africa and the United 

States.  Ann’s experience of working in Lesotho, Tanzania and Kenya has guided her 

efforts to deliver high-quality, accessible education programmes to support vulnerable 

children and adults. Ann is a founding member of The Justice Conference™ and managed 

creative teams, focusing on development and advocacy, for a global Relief and 

Development organisation. Her passion for education and advocacy supports MECPATHS 

in its efforts to reach national and international audiences.  

 

JP O’ Sullivan is a professional social worker with over 14 years of experience working in 

Anti Child Trafficking. JP spent his early professional years working in Adult Mental Health, 

Child Safeguarding, Protection and Advocacy, with many of these years spent with 

vulnerable communities in South East Asia. JP joined MECPATHS in 2018 and has been key 

in developing Strategic and Action Plans and is committed to ensuring the safety of 

Children on the Island of Ireland from Trafficking. JP works on a part-time basis with 

Maynooth University and contributes regularly to International Conferences on Human 

Trafficking. JP is also a Child-Protection consultant for non-profits in Australia and a 

member of The Children’s Research Network Special Interest Group on Child Sexual 

Exploitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


